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Detailed Action 



Specification 



1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in the brief 
description of the drawings section figures 7-1 1 are not identified. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



2. Claim 20 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 20. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP 
§ 706.03(k). 



Claim Objections 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



3. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 5, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the lake bottom 1 ' in lines 3-4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "the lake bottom" in lines 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "the lake bottom" in lines 22. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 4,530,181 toEnder. 

Referring to claim 1, Ender discloses a bottom fishing rig comprising, an elongated 
leader - at 12, having two opposite ends, a hook end - proximate 14, and a line end - proximate 
10, the hook end having a hook eye loop therein - see for example figures 1 and 4, the line end 
having a line eye loop therein - see figures 1 and 3, a first movement stop - at 44-48, frictionally 
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connected to the leader adjacent the line end - see for example figures 1 and 3, a second 
movement stop - at the eyelet of 14, frictionally connected to the leader, the second movement 
stop located between the first movement stop and the leader hook end - see for example figures 
1 and 4, and a c-weight - at 10, connected to the leader - see figures 1-4, the c-weight having a 
substantially c-shape, the c-weight having a first end, the first end having a first bore - at 40, 
therethrough, the c-weight having a second end, the second end having a second bore - at 42 
therethrough - see for example figure 2. 

Referring to claim 3, Ender discloses the c-weight has a groove - see at the upper and 
lowermost portions of the bores 40,42 in figures 1-4, for allowing the c-weight to be fixedly 
connected to the leader - see for example figures 1-4. 

Referring to claim 6, Ender discloses a swivel - at 44,46, connected to the leader hook 
eye loop - see for example figures 1-4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,539,234 to Dobkowski. Ender does not 
disclose the c-weight has a first slot connected to the first bore and the c-weight having a second 
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slot connected to the second bore. Dobkowski does disclose the c-weight - at 9, has a first slot - 
at 1 1, connected to the first bore - see for example figures 1-3, and a second slot - see proximate 
16 and/or 17, connected to the second bore - see for example figures 1-3. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender and add the first 
and second slots of Dobkowski, so as to allow for the leader and fishing line to be securely 
connected to the weight. 

Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,177,599 to Pettersen. 

Referring to claim 4, Ender further discloses a treble hook - at 14 or 18, connected to the 
leader - at 12 - see for example figures 1 and 4. Ender does not disclose the hook is located 
between the second movement stop and the hook eye loop. Pettersen does disclose the hook - at 
18, is located between the second movement stop - at 1, and the hook eye loop - proximate 13 - 
see for example figures 1-6. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to take the device of Ender and add the treble hook of Pettersen, so as to allow for the device 
to be located at different depths in the water. 

Referring to claim 9, Ender does not disclose the first and second movement stops are 
comprised of split shots. Pettersen does disclose the first and second movement stops - at 1 and 
9, are comprised of split shots - see for example figures 1-6. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender and add the first and second 
movement stops comprising split shots of Pettersen, so as to allow for the movement stops to be 
movable and adjustable. 
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Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as modified 
by Pettersen as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 1,208,936 to 
England. Enders as modified by Pettersen does not disclose the treble hook has three barbs which 
are disposed within a 180 degree section, this placement of the barbs allows the treble hook to 
slide upon the lake bottom without being caught on debris. England does disclose the treble hook 
- at 1 1-18, has three barbs which are disposed within a 180 degree section, this placement of the 
barbs allows the treble hook to slide upon the lake bottom without being caught on debris - see 
for example figures 1-2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to take the device of Ender as modified by Pettersen and add the treble hook of England, so as to 
allow for the hook to not be caught in weeds in the water. 

Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as 
applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,950,348 to Gruel. 

Referring to claim 7, Ender does not disclose a snap connected to the swivel. Gruel does 
disclose a snap - at 33, connected to the swivel - at 29-32, see for example figures 1-2. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Ender and add the snap connected to the swivel of Gruel, so as to allow for the device to be 
quickly connected and disconnected to other objects. 

Referring to claim 8, Ender as modified by Gruel further discloses a treble hook - at 38, 
connected to the snap - see for example figures 1-2 of Gruel. 

Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as 
applied to claim 1 above. 
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Referring to claim 10, Ender does not disclose the leader is approximately 10 inches long. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Ender and add the leader being approximately 10 inches long, so as to allow for the device be 
made more attractive to fish. Further, the length of the leader is a characteristic of the device 
determined via experimentation. 

Referring to claim 11, Ender does not disclose the first movement stop is located 
approximately two inches from the leader line end. However, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender and add the first movement stop being 
approximately 2 inches from the leader line end, so as to allow for the stop to not interfere with 
the movement of the line. Further, the distance of the first movement stop from the leader line 
end is a characteristic of the device determined via experimentation. 

Referring to claim 12, Ender does not disclose the second movement stop is located 
approximately three inches from the leader hook end. However, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender and add the second movement stop 
being approximately 3 inches from the leader hook end, so as to allow for the stop to not 
interfere with the movement of the hook. Further, the distance of the second movement stop 
from the leader hook end is a characteristic of the device determined via experimentation. 

Claims 13 and are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender in 
view of Dobkowski. 

Referring to claim 13, Ender discloses a bottom fishing rig comprising, an elongated 
leader - at 12, having two opposite ends, a hook end - proximate 14, and a line end - proximate 
10, the hook end having a hook eye loop therein - see for example figures 1 and 4, the line end 
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having a line eye loop therein - see figures 1 and 3, a first movement stop - at 44-48, frictionally 
connected to the leader adjacent the line end - see for example figures 1 and 3, a second 
movement stop - at the eyelet of 14, frictionally connected to the leader, the second movement 
stop located between the first movement stop and the leader hook end - see for example figures 
1 and 4, and a c-weight - at 10, connected to the leader - see figures 1-4, the c-weight having a 
substantially c-shape, the c-weight having a first end, the first end having a first bore - at 40, 
therethrough, the c-weight having a second end, the second end having a second bore - at 42 
therethrough - see for example figure 2. Ender further discloses the c-weight has a groove - see 
at the upper and lowermost portions of the bores 40,42 in figures 1-4, for allowing the c-weight 
to be fixedly connected to the leader - see for example figures 1-4. Ender does not disclose the c- 
weight has a first slot connected to the first bore and the c-weight having a second slot connected 
to the second bore. Dobkowski does disclose the c-weight - at 9, has a first slot - at 11, 
connected to the first bore - see for example figures 1-3, and a second slot - see proximate 16 
and/or 17, connected to the second bore - see for example figures 1-3. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender and add the first and 
second slots of Dobkowski, so as to allow for the leader and fishing line to be securely connected 
to the weight. 

Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as 
modified by Dobkowski as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
1,208,936 to England. 

Referring to claim 14, Enders as modified by Dobkowski does not disclose the treble 
hook has three barbs, which are disposed within a 180 degree section, this placement of the barbs 
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allows the treble hook to slide upon the lake bottom without being caught on debris. England 
does disclose the treble hook - at 11-18, has three barbs which are disposed within a 180 degree 
section, this placement of the barbs allows the treble hook to slide upon the lake bottom without 
being caught on debris - see for example figures 1-2. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski and add the 
treble hook of England, so as to allow for the hook to not be caught in weeds in the water. 

Referring to claim 15, Ender as modified by Dobkowski and England further discloses a 
swivel - at 46,48 of Ender, connected to the leader hook eye loop - see for example figures 1-4 
of Ender. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as 
modified by Dobkowski and England as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,950,348 to Gruel. 

Referring to claim 16, Ender as modified by Dobkowski and England does not disclose a 
snap connected to the swivel. Gruel does disclose a snap - at 33, connected to the swivel - at 29- 
32, see for example figures 1-2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski and England and add the snap 
connected to the swivel of Gruel, so as to allow for the device to be quickly connected and 
disconnected to other objects. 

Referring to claim 17, Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England and Gruel further 
discloses a treble hook - at 38, connected to the snap - see for example figures 1-2 of Gruel. - 
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Claims 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender as 
modified by Dobkowski, England and Gruel as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of 
Pettersen. 

Referring to claim 18, Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England and Gruel does not 
disclose the first and second movement stops are comprised of split shots. Pettersen does 
disclose the first and second movement stops - at 1 and 9, are comprised of split shots - see for 
example figures 1-6. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England and Gruel and add the first and 
second movement stops comprising split shots of Pettersen, so as to allow for the movement 
stops to be movable and adjustable. 

Referring to claim 19, Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England, Gruel and Pettersen 
does not disclose the leader is approximately 10 inches long, the first movement stop is located 
approximately two inches form the leader line end and the second movement stop is located 
approximately three inches from the leader hook end. However, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England, 
Gruel and Pettersen and add the leader being approximately 10 inches long, so as to allow for the 
device be made more attractive to fish. Further, the length of the leader is a characteristic of the 
device determined via experimentation. Further, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England, Gruel and 

v. 

Pettersen and add the first movement stop being approximately 2 inches from the leader line end, 
so as to allow for the stop to not interfere with the movement of the line. Further, the distance of 
the first movement stop from the leader line end is a characteristic of the device determined via 
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experimentation. Further, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take 
the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England, Gruel and Pettersen and add the second 
movement stop being approximately 3 inches from the leader hook end, so as to allow for the 
stop to not interfere with the movement of the hook. Further, the distance of the second 
movement stop from the leader hook end is a characteristic of the device determined via 
experimentation. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ender in view of 
Dobkowski, England, Gruel and Pettersen. Ender discloses a bottom fishing rig comprising, an 
elongated leader - at 12, having two opposite ends, a hook end - proximate 14, and a line end - 
proximate 10, the hook end having a hook eye loop therein - see for example figures 1 and 4, the 
line end having a line eye loop therein - see figures 1 and 3, a first movement stop - at 44-48, 
frictionally connected to the leader adjacent the line end - see for example figures 1 and 3, a 
second movement stop - at the eyelet of 14, frictionally connected to the leader, the second 
movement stop located between the first movement stop and the leader hook end - see for 
example figures 1 and 4, and a c-weight - at 10, connected to the leader - see figures 1-4, the c- 
weight having a substantially c-shape, the c-weight having a first end, the first end having a first 
bore - at 40, therethrough, the c-weight having a second end, the second end having a second 
bore - at 42 therethrough - see for example figure 2. Ender further discloses the c-weight has a 
groove - see at the upper and lowermost portions of the bores 40,42 in figures 1-4, for allowing 
the c-weight to be fixedly connected to the leader - see for example figures 1-4. Ender does not 
disclose the c-weight has a first slot connected to the first bore and the c-weight having a second 
slot connected to the second bore. Dobkowski does disclose the c-weight - at 9, has a first slot - 
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at 1 1, connected to the first bore - see for example figures 1-3, and a second slot - see proximate 
16 and/or 17, connected to the second bore - see for example figures 1-3. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender and add the first 
and second slots of Dobkowski, so as to allow for the leader and fishing line to be securely 
connected to the weight. Enders as modified by Dobkowski does not disclose the treble hook has 
three barbs, which are disposed within a 180 degree section, this placement of the barbs allows 
the treble hook to slide upon the lake bottom without being caught on debris. England does 
disclose the treble hook - at 1 1-18, has three barbs which are disposed within a 180 degree 
section, this placement of the barbs allows the treble hook to slide upon the lake bottom without 
being caught on debris - see for example figures 1-2. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski and add the 
treble hook of England, so as to allow for the hook to not be caught in weeds in the water. Ender 
as modified by Dobkowski and England further discloses a swivel - at 46,48 of Ender, connected 
to the leader hook eye loop - see for example figures 1-4 of Ender. Ender as modified by 
Dobkowski and England does not disclose a snap connected to the swivel. Gruel does disclose a 
snap - at 33, connected to the swivel - at 29-32, see for example figures 1-2. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by 
Dobkowski and England and add the snap connected to the swivel of Gruel, so as to allow for the 
device to be quickly connected and disconnected to other objects. Ender as modified by 
Dobkowski, England and Gruel further discloses a treble hook - at 38, connected to the snap - 
see for example figures 1-2 of Gruel. Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England and Gruel does 
not disclose the first and second movement stops are comprised of split shots. Pettersen does 
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disclose the first and second movement stops - at 1 and 9, are comprised of split shots - see for 
example figures 1-6. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England and Gruel and add the first and 
second movement stops comprising split shots of Pettersen, so as to allow for the movement 
stops to be movable and adjustable. Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England, Gruel and 
Pettersen does not disclose the leader is approximately 10 inches long, the first movement stop is 
located approximately two inches form the leader line end and the second movement stop is 
located approximately three inches from the leader hook end. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, 
England, Gruel and Pettersen and add the leader being approximately 10 inches long, so as to 
allow for the device be made more attractive to fish. Further, the length of the leader is a 
characteristic of the device determined via experimentation. Further, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, 
England, Gruel and Pettersen and add the first movement stop being approximately 2 inches 
from the leader line end, so as to allow for the stop to not interfere with the movement of the 
line. Further, the distance of the first movement stop from the leader line end is a characteristic 
of the device determined via experimentation. Further, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Ender as modified by Dobkowski, England, Gruel 
and Pettersen and add the second movement stop being approximately 3 inches from the leader 
hook end, so as to allow for the stop to not interfere with the movement of the hook. Further, the 
distance of the second movement stop from the leader hook end is a characteristic of the device 
determined via experimentation. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to fishing 
rigs in general: 

U.S. Pat. No. 286,186 to Erickson - shows c-weight 

U.S. Pat. No. 399,866 to Gage - shows c-weight 

U.S. Pat. No. 1,970,752 to Hughes - shows leader and stops 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,546,192 to Macleod et al. - shows c-weight 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,650,063 to Pierce et al. - shows leader assembly 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,710,501 to Ware - shows leader assembly 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,459,775 to Ratte - shows c-weight 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,101,755 to Kent - shows leader assembly with snap 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J Parsley whose telephone number is (703) 306-0552. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9hr compressed. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (703) 308-2574. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




David Parsley 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 




PETER M.POON 

supervisory Rarprr exanhner 




